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REFLECTIONS OF A COUNTRY PRINTER. 


PRINTING CONSIDERED 





AS A FINE ART. 





It is a true maxim which teaches that the world’s estimate 
of a man will approximate to the value he places upon 
himself. The same truth applies to classes of men, as to | 
individuals. Printers, as a class, have too generally failed to 
follow the Apostolic example, and do not sufficiently “ mag- 
nify ” their “ office.” As a rule, they seem to be burdened 
with an excessive modesty which leads them to underrate | 
the importance of their art, and to cultivate a flippancy of 
expression, when speaking of it, that justifies the profane in 
believing that the mysteries of the craft are no more 
respectable than those of the ordinary trades, and that the 
initiates are at once the most unfortunate and unimportant 
of “ mechanics.” Nothing is more common than to hear a 
Printer speaking in disparaging terms of his calling, and in 
the same breath reproaching society for esteeming him no 
more than it does a travelling Tinker. 

It is painfully manifest that the multiplication of books, 
and the increase of the producers of books, have not advanced 
the craft to the position which legitimately belongs to it, as | 
the highest order of skilled labor. Since the days of Caxton, | 
when the sacred purlieus of Westminster Abbey were not | 
too good for the “art preservative of all arts,” there has been | 
a sad falling off in the popular conception of the dignity of | 
the Printer’s calling. 

The limits of this paper will not admit of an extended 
discussion of the various causes that have brought about the 
| 
| 


anomaly of an art progressing with rapid strides towards | 
perfection while the artist is constantly descending in the | 
scale of popular reverence. The anomaly—paradoxical or | 
not—is a hard, visible and tangible fact, and one glaring and 
shameful cause of it must be adverted to once more—the 
voluntary belittling, by Printers themselves, of the Printer’s 
claims to social and intellectual consideration; the absurd 
self-dwarfing of his importance down to the level of the 
simplest and least intellectual of handicraftsmen. Once the 
place where printers congregated was a Royal chapel, their 
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NO. 7. 
labor was surrounded with the most hallowed and impressive 
associations,—we can fancy them watching the baby growth 
of their art with reverent. and trembling joy, mingling their 
gladness and pride over the new creation of beauty and 
usefulness, as it grew into form under their hands, with an 
awe that made them tread St. Stephen’s cloisters with bated 
breath. Soon the new art, more beautiful and useful, found 
its home in an “ office”—a term which, from its old-world 
associations, shows that it was regarded as no common 
“trade,” but that the literary, artistic and professional 
attributes were hard to be divested from it, the common 
speech—the glorious mother tongue that preserves so much 
significance to words that common usage and long abuse 
cannot obliterate—attaching to it a nobility which ought to 
outlast the poor races 
‘Whose thin bloods crawl 
Down from some victor in a border brawl,” 

Now, when the Press is a power in the land—in our land 
and all others—when the clank of the mighty engine of 
Thought is the psalm of hope for the peoples, the veritable 
Judgment Trump of aristocracies, Kingerafts and all un- 
righteousness—when the click of the metallic wings of free 
speech is mightier and more portentous than needle guns— 
when men bow before the Press as the first estate—and when 
that mighty entity—“the Press "—is but the aggregation of 
some thousands of patient and necessarily intelligent toilers 
yclept “ Printers,” there are some so lost to the grandeur of 
their vocation as to style the place of their labor—albeit the 
nursery of every noble thought and fruitful enterprise—“ the 
shop!” 

To do something, however little, towards creating a higher 
and more just conception of the dignity of their calling 
amongst Printers themselves, it is the purpose of this paper, 
and possibly a subsequent one, to offer to the thoughtful a 


| few considerations bearing upon the claims of Typography 
| to be ranked as a Fine Art. 


There is some confusion in the common interpretation of 


| the term “the fine arts,” and a gradual and general narrow- 


ing of it down to embrace only painting and sculpture— 
architecture, engraving and printing, by their own consent, 
gradually falling into a lower rank than that claimed for 
their sister arts. That this is not just will be evident from a 
slight examination of the term itself and the grounds upon 
which it is styled “Fine,” in distinction to the “Common” 
arts. ‘The bald, scholastic statement of the difference between 
them is, that the fine arts are “those in which the mind or 
imagination is chiefly concerned,” and the “mechanic arts” 
those “in which the hands and body are more concerned 
than the mind.” Now, it would be a smal) matter to take 
these dry bones of scholastic definition and out of their 
meagreness to evoke proof of the Printer’s right to class his 
calling in the rank of those arts “which chiefly concern the 
mind.” But a more complete and suggestive definition of 
the term is given by William Hazlitt, than whom English 
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literature has never furnished a more reliable authority on 
all that appertains to art, from its highest to its most remote 
degree. He, with a life in his words that sends the lexicog- 
raphers to bury their dead bodies of definition, and with a 
fulness and distinctness that ought to bring 4 blush upon the 
face of every recreant printer who chatters of his “ trade ” 
and his “ 
Fine Art in the following words: 

“ The Fine Arts, or Polite Arts, originally are all those arts 
in which the powers of imitation or invention were exerted 


chiefly with a view to the production of pleasure by their 


immediate impression on the mind.” 

This definition describes, as in a photograph, the very 
germ and essence of printing. There is no calling under 
Heaven in which more thoroughly the whole aim of the 
workman is to exert “the powers of imitation and invention 
chiefly with a view to the production of pleasure, by an 
immediate impression on the mind.” This is the Alpha and 
Omega of printing. It manifests itself in every pure combi- 
nation of lines, angles and colors “invented ” in printing, in 
every clear and well-printed book, in every carefully-spaced 
line, in every well-arranged newspaper column. The powers 
of imitation are exercised until they can discriminate beween 
the almost imperceptible distinctions of the thinnest spaces 
of the smallest type, with a foresight of their effect upon the 
mind of others; the one long struggle of a printers’ toil is to 
bring forth harmony, form and beauty from the chaos of 
inert and shapeles metal that lies in his case ; and to do this 
he must always, without cessation, tax his invention. Inmita- 
tion and Invention are his familiars in every line he sets, and 
crown every work he completes. 

Involved in this general definition are three things, which 
being manifest in all that may aspire to be known as Fine 
Arts, and being especially discoverable in the best schools of 
painting and sculpture, have of late years given growth to 
much dilettanti prate about “high art””—these three elements 
of a fine art are, the evidence in an art of ennobling and 
elevating effects, of creative power, and of a t2ndency to 
produce in the followers of the art the highest form of 
intellectual de velopment. 

A sure test of the worthiness of an art is to be found in 
the fact that it stirs the sense of the beautiful, dormant in 
every soul, to activity and expression. The thrill that is 
caused by the sight of a perfect work of art is the recognition, 
through the mind, of a harmony of form, proportion and 
color, the archetypal idea of which already existed in the 
soul, but is only recognized by the duller mental perceptions 
on the presentation of this visible object. The painter and 
sculptor rise to the height of their art when they thus 
present, in stone or canvas, forms which arouse the sleeping 
sense of the beautiful in the beholders. All artists have not 
the power to do this in an equal degree; the few names 
“which were not born to die” have been those in whom 
dwelt in largest measure the powers of imitation and inven- 
tion. And as there are degrees in all art, surely the printer, 
daily evoking form, in its utmost precision, from loose heaps 
of metal and wood, may claim for his art that it fulfils the 
condition of possessing “ennobling and elevating effects.” 
Judged by its fruits, it has done more in four centuries, than 
all other arts, in all time, towards elevating—not only the 
moral standards and physical good—but the intellectual 
vision of the race. Without it, all other arts must grow 
feeble for good, and become, if not utterly lost, at least 
restricted to a very small constituency. The world has 
found shoemakers and builders very useful, but ages of 
their toil could make it no better or nobler, and give it no 
loftier conceptions of truth, right or freedom. Greece and 


Assyria had their artisans, but if we have a better form of | 


liberty, a clearer intelligence, or a better outlook upon the 


shop,” establishes the claims of Typography. as a | 


| measure as either of the sister arts. 


| of originating ideas. 
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universe, it is Typography that has been th« 
march, the high priest of our civilization. 

Lay aside the fact that without the printer there could be 
but few books, deprive his calling of its art element, and let 
him become as unintelligent and unprogressive as a hammerer 
of tin or a pounder of leather, deprive the art of the skill 
won by long and patient contest in the fields of imitation 


leader of our 


| and invention, and how many a dull book—yet containing 


some wholesome truth which the world needed—would have 
gone unread but for the tasteful dress and form in which its 
ponderous words have been clothed. 

The second attribute of a fine art is the creative power ; 
by which is meant, that a mechanic art, dealing with a few 
simple and unchanging rules, while it may vary some of its 
details and accessories, never gives birth to a new idea. 
There may be a variety of methods and styles for making a 
pair of boots, but they are only boots after all. The difference 
between a sculptor and a stone-cutter may be stated thus : 
the one, conceiving an idea of be uty to grow out of new 
combination of lines, creates a capital as original and chaste 
as the Doric or Grecian; before him is the shapeless stone, 
and he hews it into a different form from any seen before—the 
other can copy the idea, reproduce it by his measurements 
and his chisels, but to all time he remains a mere me- 
chanical stone-cutter, and nothing more. 

Just so with the printer as an artist and as a mechanic ; 
some may never rise above the mechanical grade—as there 
were grinders of colors in the studios of Rubens or Titiens— 
but the art itself demands from some one—and constantly 
demands it—the originating, creative faculty, in as large 
Indeed, both in painting 
and sculpture the manifestations of the creative, originating 
power are rare. Amongst artists the Masters are few; the 
copyists form the majority. Compare some of the earliest, 
rude essays of printing—the Tyndale Bible or the Booke of 
Eneydos—with the best specimens of fine printing in the 
present day, reflecting upon the innumerable devices that 
must needs have been originated to adapt the means furnished 
to the end attained, and it will be evident that there must 


| have been in the ranks of printing the rarest and choicest of 


artists, gifted with that creative power which can take the 
dead, dull matter and, foreseeing effects, mould and shape it 
into new forms of beauty. And this growth, development— 
or what you please—this constant birth of new designs, makes 
printing an art, having at the foundation of its success, Genius. 
For Genius is only the power of lighting your own candle— 
It is this process of origination, going 
on daily and hourly, which calls for and sustains amongst us 
the many invaluable schools of design known only to the 
outside world as “ Type Foundries.” 

The third element of a fine art—the tendency to produce 
in the followers of the art the highest form of intellectual 
development—must be reserved for consideration in a future 
paper. For the present, trusting that a majority of my more 
influential and practical brethren will be able to save our 
noble craft from the perils of the tempest which will inev- 
itably burst upon us, if the unwise measures lately in- 
augurated at Memphis are persisted in, and become the law 
for our government, I remain, fraternally yours, a 

COUNTRY PRINTER. 
Skippackville, Pa. 
- seco, 

AT a of the Labor held in 
Chicago, J. C. C. Whaley, Esq., of Typographical Union No. 
101, (Washington, D. C.,) was re-elected President. Mr. 
Richard Trevellick, of Detroit, Mich., was appointed a 
delegate to Europe. 


recent session Congress, 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

In reply to numerous requests and questions by corre- 
spondents, we will endeavor to give a few words of advice to 
those who desire to see their productions in print. 

First, ascertain if the knowledge to be communicated 
would prove useful or interesting to the general reader, or 
whether it is merely of local interest, and without value to 
the craft or public. Should the conclusion be arrived at that 
it is merely local, do not inflict it upon the editor or his 
readers. If a different conclusion is arrived at, write out 
what you have to say in as few words as possible, and then 
go carefully over what you have written and make whatever 
alterations or corrections may be necessary, either in style, 
punctuation, or grammar. After having carefully revised the 
article in this manner, copy it, writing in a legible hand, upon 
one side of the paper only. When copied read again to see 
that no words have been omitted. 

In no ease ask an editor to “fix up your communication 
for you.” Do it yourself. Before mailing, or handing in, 
your communication, be satisfied that you would not be 
ashamed to see it in print verbatim et literatim. 
the best of friends have 
been alienated for life by hastily written or spoken words 
never intended to give serious offence : they continue to burn 


Never indulge in personalities : 


and rankle in the breast of those assailed long after the writer 
has forgotten the provocation and subject of disagreement. 

Always make your articles short, and you will be more 
likely to have them read and their point seen. If they have 
no point, you will, at least, have earned the merit of being 
brief. 

ce 

DURING the past month there has been considerable ac- 
tivity among the printers who delight in base ball. A game 
was played between the nines of the North American office 
and King & Baird’s, which resulted in favor of the latter. 
Also a game between nines from King & Baird’s and the 
Inquirer office; the K. & B. B. B. C. proving the victors. 
In view of their success in this city, the King & Baird Club 
have issued a challenge to the Frank Leslie Club, of New 
York, to play a friendly game at such time and place as may 
be convenient. 


The Leslie’s have succeeded in bearing off 


the palm in New York, and the K. & B.’s in this city, in | 


We are now to 
have a trial of skill between New York and Philadelphia 
printers, and hope the occasion may be improved to establish 
a closer bond of fellowship. 


their contests with the disciples of Faust. 


<woe- 


SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED DUBING THE PAST MONTE. 
We acknowledge the receipt of the following sums for subscription 
to the PRINTERS’ CIRCULAR: 
BE. BE. Memmte, Bumaaete is PO. oc cccccccccvccnceckcoes #1 00 
Toledo Union, per C. M. Berry 2 00 
Gs Tix. PO, SN 5 Bin Bese cvecctcoctcccesacesscacsss 1 00 
Atlanta Union, per 8S. W. Grubb... .............eseeeees 5 00 
Columbia Union, Washington, D. C., per R. Penman.. 7 00 
Eugene Vallette, Philadelphia 1 00 
+ weoe- 
MEN are like wagons; they rattle most when there’s 
nothing in them. 
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ARTEMUS WARD. 
A “stone” to thee we'll raise, departed friend, 
‘‘ Imposing” in its ‘‘ form,” and tow’ring high— 
A tribute to thy worth, which e’er will tend 
To wake for thee a thought from passers-by. 


Thy ‘‘ form,” though firmly “locked” in death’s “‘ em-brace,” 
Still seems to linger with thy fellows here ; 
And while we mourn thy melancholy “ case,” 
Ve ‘‘set”’ this tribute o’er thy lonely bier. 
Thou were’t a “type” of what we call a MAN, 
A ‘‘clear”’ and honest *‘ face” you always bore ; 
Your ‘‘ proofs” were “clean,” and we in vain might scan 
To find an ‘‘error” as we looked them o’er. 
No more will life’s dull cares thy spirit chafe, 
Nor sweet and bitter in thy potion blend; 
For thou hast thy reward—in heaven safe, 
Where joy, and peace, and love will never end. 
Farewell! We place upon thy tomb 
This epitaph, which in our heart is penned, 
And say to generations yet to come— 
‘** HERE LIES ARTEMUS WARD, THE PRINTER’S FRIEND!” 
G. W 
PHILADELPHIA, August, 1867. 


_2-oe- 


NEWSPAPER GOSSIP. 

The Belleville, (I1l.) Advocate, lately published weekly in 
quarto form, is now published semi-weekly m folio form. 

Horace Greeley is writing a life of himself for the New 
York Ledger. 

Russell gets about $7,000 for his story now published in 
the London Magazine. 

Samuel Reed, leading editor of the Cincinnati Gazette, and 
Henry Reed, leading editor of the Cincinnati Enquirer, are 
brothers, and two of the best writers in the country. One 
is a Radical Republican, and the other an ultra pro-slavery, 
State Rights Democrat, and they are as unlike in character, 
appearance, and manners as in politics. 

Robert Bonner commenced life in the office of the Hartford 
Courant, where he earned his first few dollars at the 
compositor’s case. He now returns an income of $200,000. 

The Du Quoin (ill.) Tribune and Recorder are to be 
united. 

The Roanoke News is the name of a new semi-weekly 
paper started at Weldon, N. C., to take the place of The 
State, suspended. 

Mr. Wm. Hagadorn, one of the oldest New York jour- 
nalists, died at Harlem, on Tuesday, September 11th. He was 
formerly connected with the editorial department of the 
Aibany Patriot, the first daily paper established in that city, 
and in 1828 became the editor of the Newark Intelligencer. 
More recently he was engaged in conducting the Troy 
Budget. 

The first paper mill in the American Colonies was erected 
upon the Wissahickon, near Germantown, in 1690, by a 
company of Philadelphians, among whom was William 
Bradford, the first printer in this city. The mill is now 
standing, and is used as a cotton factory. 

The Gettysburg Compiler has’ been enlarged by the 
addition of a column to each page, and is now printed from 
new type upon one of C. Potter, Jr., & Co.’s Country Drum 
Cylinder Presses. 

The Scioto Gazette, published at Chillicothe, Ohio, has 


| been enlarged to ten columns to the page, and is now the 


| ance in Bellefonte, Pa. 


largest and oldest paper in that State, it being established in 
1800. 

Another new paper, The Campaigner, has made its appear- 
It is ably edited by Col. W. W. 
Burns, who was formerly editor of the Centre Democrat, 


| and printed by our young friends, the Kinsloe Bros. 


There are eight papers in the United States edited by 


| colored men. 
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The Clayton (Del.) Herald for September 4th ts on our 
table, again enlarged; this being the secdrid é&nlargeiment 
since its establishment, only four months since. Notwith 
standing the opposition the Herald received, it weathered 
the storm, and has been very prosperous so far. The editress, 
Mrs. R. S. McConaughy, has been sued for alleged libel by 
W. N. W. Dorsey, but from all appearances Mr. Dorsey has 
waked up the wrong passenger. 

There are now at Naples fifty-eight newspapers, thirty-four 
of which are political, five artistic, three legal, four religious 
and five theatrical. Twenty of them appear daily, thirty- 
three weekly, and five monthly. The circulation of the 
daily papers is 35,000; of the weekly, 16,000; and of the 
monthly, 1,700. 

The Tyrone (Pa.) Herald has been revived. 

The New York Tribune Association has decided to erect 
a new edifice at a cost of $250,000. It is to be built on the 
site of the present building. 

There is to ke a new magazine in London, and Edmund 
Yates will edit it. William Howard Russell will contribute 
a novel. 

The libel suit of J. F. Cummings, a rebel commissary, 
against James Gordon Bennett, for an alleged libel in the 
New York Herald, has been dismissed, Judge Barnard 
deciding that the publication of court proceedings could not 
be legally construed as libelous. 

George W. Childs, publisher of the Philadelphia Ledger, 
is a total abstinence man. He sets wine before his guests, 
but never drinks himself. 

It is said that Prentice hasn’t written much of any thing 
for the Louisville Journal for a year and a half. 
a while he tries his ‘prentice hand on a paragraph. 

No papers are now published on Monday in Vienna. 
Printers, editors and reporters have concluded to enjoy 
themselves on Sunday. : 

An experienced editor pays a high and deserved compli- 
ment to the fair patrons of the press. Women, he says, are 
the best subscribers in the world to newspapers, magazines, 
etc. We have been an editor for forty years, and never lost 
a dollar by female subscribers. They seem to make it a 
point of conscientious duty to pay the preacher and the 
printer—two classes of the community that suffer more by 
bad pay, and no pay at all, than all the rest put together. 

Readers of the old Putnam’s Monthly will be pleased to 
Jearn that after several months of deliberation Mr. G. P. 
Putnam has finally determined to revive it under the name 
of Putnam’s Magazine, and that the first number will be 
issued on the Ist of January next. 

It is proposed to hold a convention of Maryland editors 
at Baltimore on the 20th of November. 

The West Chester (Pa.) American Republican has been 
enlarged. 


Once in 


Doe. —2 

OwR space being so largely occupied this month by reports 
from a number of Unions on the action of the National 
Union, we are compelled to defer, until our next number, 
the continuation of the “Historical Sketch of the Philadel- 
phia Typographical Society.” We shall make it up in the 
October number. 

a ——— 

tev. Dr. Gururiez is the author of these beautiful 
sentiments: “They say I am growing old because my hair 
is silvered, and there are crows’ feet upon my forehead, and 
my step is not so firm and elastic as of yore. But they are 
mistaken. That is not me. The knees are weak, but the 
knees are not me. The brow is wrinkled, but the brow is 
not me. This is- the house in which I live. But I am 
young; younger than ever I was before.” 
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CORRESPONDENCE, 
SRCRETARY AND TREASURER’S OrFIch, N: T. U. 7 
New York, September 2; 1867 5 
To the Edittr af thé Pritters’ ( trtuldr: 

In the controversy tliat has grown Gut of thé adoption of 
the Constitution of the National Typographical Union of 
North America, and the reference of the Fund Law 
Uniform Constitution for ratification to the Subordinate 
Unions, I had intended to take no part, believing that the 
Subordinate Unions were intelligent enough to decide those 
matters for themselves; and feeling satisfied that the part 
taken by myself and colleague, in voting for those measures, 
would be endorsed by New York Union in ratifying them. 

I do not propose to enter into any argument on the con- 
stitutionality of the change, but will say that when I voted 
to sustain the decision of the Chair, that the National Con- 
stitution could be adopted without laying it over, 1 did so 
after due consideration, feeling satisfied in my mind that the 
best interests of the organization demanded the change. I 
don’t wish to be understood as saying that the measures 
proposed are perfect, but believe they are a step in the right 
direction, and am determined to advocate them, until some- 
thing better is offered. In my short experience, matters have 
been referred to the Subordinate Unions from one session to 
another, and when a report would be called for, the delegates 
would arise in their places, many of them to state that it 


tirid 


| was the first time it had ever been called to their notice. I 


| Mr. Gray a minority repoxt. 


am of the opinion, that when a delegate is sent to the 
National Union, he should have power to act for the Union, 
without referring matters back to get their endorsement. 

3ut | am digressing from the point to which I started to 
write, viz., a reply to the charges made in the letter of Mr. 
S. A. Gray, containing extracts from Messrs. Runyan, of 
Cincinnati, and Robertson, of Philadelphia. In the first 
place I deny that the official Proceedings were printed in a 
manner either to strengthen the majority or enfeeble the 
minority ; they may not be the sense of the printers of this 
country, but they contain the business performed at the last 
session of the National Union. ‘There was never any vote 
taken on the minority report of the National Fund, (all 
statements to the contrary notwithstanding,) and conse- 
quently could not be suppressed. The report of the Special 
Committee on President’s Address in relation to the National 
Fund was specially assigned as the first business of the 
afternoon session of the fourth day, when Mr. Campbell 
presented a report from the majority of the Commit‘ee, and 
Both reports were read and 


received. I then arose and offered the resolution (p. 62), 


| when the President stated the question on my resolution, 
| and Mr. Campbell arose and addressed the Convention ; 


immediately on his resuming his seat, Mr. J. F. X. Devine 
called for the yeas and nays, which resulted in a vote of 47 
to 3. 

The minutes were so read at the morning session of the 
fifth day, (at which Messrs. Gray, Runyan, and Robertson 
were present,) and approved. If incorrect, why did not these 
gentlemen raise their objections then, and have them cor- 
rected, and not wait until they had arrived home to find 


| that their action is not endorsed by their constituencies, and 


when the printed minutes are received, attempt to justify 
themselves by saying that a vote has been suppressed ? 

Now I wish to say to the officers and members of the 
Subordinate Unions, that the official minutes are printed 
from the sheets which were read and approved at the 
opening of each morning session. If their delegates did not 
represent the wishes of the members, that is a matter with 
them and the delegates, and no fault of mine. 

In reference to the complaint that the Secretary “could 
find place for several pages of a very specious argument in 
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favor of the Fund, but could not give one word of the 
arguments against it,” I have to say, that I am not a 


phonographie reporter, and am unable to report speeches ; 
but it is customary, at the sessions of the National Union, 
for delegates to hand to the Secretary reports of their speeches 
written out, if they wish them inserted on the minutes. 
Mr. Campbell did so in relation to the National Fund, and 
Mr. Brown on the death of Ex-President Carver. These 
were the only two I received. I am not aware that there 
Was any speech or argument made by any delegate in 
opposition to the Fund. 

President Oberly is correct about Mr. Gray changing his 
vote from “nay” to “aye” on the National Fund. He voted 
“nay” when his name was called, but before the vote was 
declared asked permission to change it to “aye,” which was 
granted. 

The clause of the National Fund Act, which Mr. Gray 
supposes has been suppressed also, can be found on p. 30, 
(Sec. 22, Fund Law.) He also claims that this document is 
not “ substantially the same as that read by the members on 
slips.” With the exception of the striking out of the repeti- 
tion “ Typographical ” the document is precisely the same. 

In reply to the extract quoted from Mr. Robertson’s letters, 
I deny that the Proceedings have been tampered with. 
Nothing was mentioned in my hearing in the Convention 
that the Constitution of the National Union was to go to the 
Subordinate Unions for ratification, and how Mr. Robertson 
so understood it, I am at a loss to know. Mr. Runyan, of 
Cincinnati, who agrees with him in reference to the vote on 
minority report of National Fund, seems not to have so 
understood it, for before the offic‘al Proceedings are printed, 
a committee of the Union of which he is a member (and 
likewise one of the committee) issues a circular condemning 
in the strongest terms the action of the National Body in 
adopting it, declaring it null and void, and refusing to be 
governed by it, etc., etc. Mr. Robertson further says: “It 
seems to me, however, that they were determined to pass the 
document, without regard to law.” Who are THEY, pray? 
Did he not vote for it? Do the official minutes not suit him 
in this particular ? 

The following is a resolution adopted by Philadelphia 
Union, after reading which, I have arrived at the same 


conclusion as Mr. Gray, that it “is time for us to be more | 
careful in our selection of law-makers.” I am of the opinion 


that it is time that the Unions elected delegates who can at 
least remember how they voted, and be able to inform their 


Unions, without troubling their Secretaries to correspond | joe 


with the National officers : 

“ Resolved, That the Recording Secretary of this Union be 
instructed to correspond with the Secretary of the National 
Union, requesting him to furnish this Union with such 


information as relates to the time for action by Subordinate | 


Unions, on the various documents submitted by the National 


Union, it appearing on the printed minutes that the National | 


Constitution was adopted as a finality, whereas our delegates 
informed the Union that it was to be submitted to the 
Subordinate Unions for action by Nov. 1, 1867, and the 
Uniform Constitution and Fund Law by Dee. 1, 1867. 

“ Also—Did our delegates vote on the second election 
for officers.” ; 

Up to the present time I have received information that 
Cincinnati, New Orleans, Quincy, Columbia, (S. C.,) and 


Hannibal have rejected the measures; while Chicago, Mem- | 


phis, Cairo, Jackson, (Miss.,) and Selma have ratified them. 
Nashville has ratified the Constitution, and laid the Fund 
Law over till next meeting. Letters from Leavenworth, St. 
Louis, Lafayette, Galveston, Macon, and other places, bring 
information that the Union in those places will ratify the 
measures. 
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I am extremely sorry to see the disposition manifested by 
a few of the Subordinate Unions, in attempting to create 
dissension. Nothing, in my opinion, is to be gained by 
persisting in their threats not to be bound by the present 
Constitution of the National Union. I am likewise grieved to 
see the editor of the organ of the craft encouraging the 
controversy, Which may perhaps for a time increase the 
circulation of the CircULAR, but which in my opinion is 
tending to break up the harmony that has heretofore existed 
between the Subordinate Unions. 

I have several matters that 1 would like to communicate, 
but as this communication is already lengthy, I will defer 
them till the next issue. 

Yours, fraternally, 
ALEX. TRovr. 


ALL HAIL! KING JOHN! 
AvuGustTA, GA., August 29, 1867. 

Mr. Editor: 

The August number of your CrrcuLAR is at hand, and as 
I promised that you should hear from me again, here goes. 
At the date of my last communication I had not so atten- 
tively read the letter of President Oberly as I have since 
done. Such a tissue of abominations I never saw hud- 
dled together in so small a space, and I am gratified to find, 
in your last:number, that | am not the only one who takes 
exception, not only to the unconstitutional action of the 
Grand body, but to this “admirable letter”—this superb 
specimen of spread-eagle composition. What Mr. Oberly 
was thinking of when he essayed to inflict it upon you, and 
thereby on the country, I certainly am at a loss to imagine. 
Perhaps he was in the vein of Mr. Seward when asked by 
Queen Victoria what brought him to England: “ Madam, I 
have come to study despotism ”—with the exception that Mr. 
O. had already studied it. But he will find, in the long run, 
that he has studied it to little purpose—that he has ventured, 
like little wanton boys, who swim on bladders, far beyond 


| his depth, and his high-blown pride will surely break under 


him, and leave him to the mercy of a rude stream that must 
forever hide him; and I venture a little quotation from Shaks- 
peare, Which he may study to advantage : 
“TI charge thee, fling away ambition : 
By that sin fell the angels; how can man, then, 
The image of his Maker, hope to win by ’t,” 
He finds not in history a parallel for any such presump- 

His favorite author, John Stuart Mill, is an advo- 


| eate of no such doctrines as he undertakes to set forth, for 


John Stuart Mill is a famous advocate of reform, and the 
largest liberty. He did not imbibe it from his mother’s 
breast, for he was Southern raised, where liberty was enjoyed 
in its largest form. He was not taught it at school, unless 
his education was very different from that in vogue in the 
Southern States. Then where did he get his exalted ideas ? 
We have always been taught in this country that power came 
from the people, and that our government existed alone with 
the consent of the governed. But in this pronunciamento of 
our typographical head, a different doctrine is attempted to 
be set up, and temerity is anathematized against those who 
have the audacity to call in question the acts of this august 
body; hence the appropriateness of our heading: “All hail! 
King John!” Lest, however, it be considered that we deal 
in invective, we deem it advisable to give a quotation from 
this precious document for the edification of your numerous 
readers : 


*« With all due respect for you, I beg leave to say that, as Editor of 
the CIRCULAR, you have done what /, as President of the National 


Union, would not have had the temerity to do. [Wonderful condescen- 


sion!] In an authoritative manner [what presumption on your part!) 
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you have asserted [how dare you do such a thing ?] that the Consti- 
tution of the National Union has only been proposed, and will come 
up for final action at the next annual session, until which time, you 
have decided, [you wicked sinner !} the old Constitution will remain in 
full force. A member of a Subordinate Union may entertain this be- 
lief if it does not influence him to be quilty of insubordination; {O ye 
Gods! ought not every member of Subordinate Unions bow the pliant 
hinges of the knee, kiss the toe of His Royal Highness, and thz ak him 
for the gracious privilege accorded!] but the ezpression of such an 
opinion by you, as editor of the ‘organ’ of the Union, is, I believe, 
altogether improper. [See what you get for your officiousness.] If I 
am not mistaken, an organ is a medium of communication, [see 
what you did in blissful ignorance,]} and the Circular being the 
organ of our organiz: ition, is the medium through which the National 
Union [not you] may c ommunicate its opinions and dec isions. It is, 
therefore, to be expected that you, who control the organ, will not 
permit it to give, through its editorial columns, expression to denun- 
ciations of or sentiments obnorious to the action of the National Body. 
{You should have known better.) By a vote of forty-seven to three 
the National Union adopted the new ( ‘onstitution, and by this and other 
votes decided [but you had no right to decide any thing] that it had 
the power to do what it did. [Most potent, grave, and reverend 
seignors composed this National Union, and its Pre sident is Sir Ora- 
cle.] From the moment the vote was announced [and organic law 
was broken] the new Constitution was in full force and effect.” 

In the same paragraph, this frog, puffed to the dimensions 
of an Ox, says: 

‘*The National Union is supreme! [O ye gods!] 
President, nor a Subordinate Union, [hear that, you smalJl fry,] nor 
any member thereof, [do you mind that, now,] has a right, for any 
reason, to refuse to obey its laws [though they are illegal] and respect 
its decisions. [For they are founded on strictly legal lore, 
are unquestionable.] ” 

But hear this admission: 

** If the National Union does an ilegal act, [being supreme, could it 
do such a thing * ?) the National Union only can undo that act. 
(Wonderful.} If it adopts a Constitution in an irregular manner, 
{how could that be possible ?] the Constitution must stand as legal 
until it is repealed, chz ange d or amended, by the National Union, in 
annual session assembled.’ 

I think I have quoted sufficiently, in this number, to nau- 
seate every printer in the country, who has two ideas; and 
if, as a member of a Subordinate Union, I have taken unpar- 
donable liberties in criticising this rare piece of composition, 
it is the fault of my education, and I have no pardon to ask 
or favors to beg. In your next I shall endeavor to pursue 
this subject further, and give a few more quotations from the 
same letter. Until then, 

Yours, most truly, 
NORVEL. 


“ VIRGINIA GAZETTE” OFFICE, ? 

WILLIAMSBURG, VA., August 30, 1867. § 

Editor Printers’ 

Str :—Indulge an experienced typo to the extent of a few 
practical suggestions to the young men of the craft. 

Few men, comparatively, enter the printing profession 


Circular: 


and neither the | 


and hence 


with either the disposition or expectation of taking a more | 
elevated stand than that of mere setters and distributors of the | 


metal, who plod by day and by night as journeymen, fore- 
men, or “subs,” 


seemingly without even reflecting on the im- | 


portance, much less taking a decided stand in favor of self- | 


improvement, self-advancement, or wrestling with stout op- 
position, untii the acme of distinguished position or success 
have been attained, but wilt, sooner or later, “ break down,” 
“eave in,” and abandon the hope of securing the goal of 
laudable ambition. We can make many allowances for the 
weakness and frailty of human nature in such matters, as in 
all things that pertain to this life; but where there is intelli- 
gence, combined with indomitable will and perpetual perse- 
verance, on the part of the Excelsior youth, even though 


there may be intervening adverses, and auspicious circum- 


stances wanting, yet why may he not create circumstances, 
Napoleon like, that he may rise upward, with the motto of 
* Onward” inscribed on his banner, under the auspices of the 
genius-stamped conceptions of his own fertile brain, striking 
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down the opposing billows of life, with fixedness of purpose, in 
his upward and onward march tothe prize of his high calling. 
It is a matter of sore regret to the fame and memory of our 
Franklin that such inertness—already common—should be 
so characteristic of the comparatively poor young men of the 
printing craft of the nineteenth century, when considering 
the “agony and bloody sweat” through which the ancient 
and many of the modern representatives of the “ Art presery- 
ative of all arts” have passed to secure this art to posterity 
and the world—an invaluable auxiliary to civilization and 
Christianity, and a priceless boon in the annals of letters. 

In our individual case, we commenced the publication of 
the Williamsburg Virginia Gazette eleven years ago, (the 
pioneer of newspapers in Virginia, established in the year 
1736,) at atime when we were scarcely twenty-one years old, 
without a dollar, just from school; without a finished schol- 
astic education, and in the absence of much knowledge of 
the art; and that, too, upon the heels of three succeeding 
editors and publishers of the Gazette, who had made signal 
failures. We took up the composing stick and our stand at 
the case, and commenced the work of editor, proprietor and 
compositor. The business of our office soon becoming so 
laborious and varied, and our energies taxed to their utmost 
breadth of tension, we could not find time for preparing 
our manuscripts ; therefore we had to perform double the in- 
tellectual work, by composing from our brain, on the spot, 
instead of from manuscripts. We pursued this plan for 
months, and with perfect success; but, latterly, the severe ex- 
ercise of both the mental and physical becoming so detri- 
mental to our health, we had to abandon it. 

With regard to the duties of the other departments of our 
office, in the prompt discharge of which we never flinched, 
but pursued our course unremittingly, observing economy 
and diligence in business, until suecess perched, as it were, 
upon every banner of each individual department. 

Respectfully, &c., 
E. H. 





LIVELY. 
TYPOGRAPHICAL 
MACON, GA., 


OFFICE SEC’y Union, No. 84. 2 
September 6, 1867.  § 
R. S. Menamin: 

Without knowing the fate of my last delectable epistle to 
the CrrcuLAR, I venture to send another. Iam exceedingly 
anxious to see the August number—not because it may 
possibly contain my humble effusion, but I may find there 
the corruscations of some other genius, and the scintillations 
of some other wit. I regret missing a number, especially at 
this juncture. Swords are flashing and cannon are boom- 
ing. From the great West the hostile forces are gathering; 
and if they do not pitch their tents on “ Fame’s eternal camp- 
ing-ground,” it will not be their fault. Cincinnati sends 
forth the first thunders of defiance; and, like that which is- 
sued from Sumter, it has awakened echoes in several direc- 
tions. New Orleans rouses herself. Hannibal, like her cele- 
brated namesake of the olden time, arrays herself in the ar- 
mor of war. Stealing from the eloquent Semphorious the 
grand note of warning he used when a timid Senate was 
hesitating to send an army against the Gallic nation—* Ye 
gods, can a Roman Senate long debate, which of the two to 
choose—liberty or death ”—Hannibal desires to be as “ terri- 
ble as an army with banners.” Others—only a few others, 
however—are following in the lead of Cincinnati. I cannot 
believe that a measure such as is now before the Subordinate 
Unions of North America—the new Constitution for their 
government—will meet with any serious opposition from 
Unions generally. I have read this admirable code of laws 
over repeatedly, and I find nothing that I do not approve. 
As its immediate advocate, I, at the last meeting, (Sept. 4,) 


| advocated its adoption, and I am happy to announce that 
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Macon Union did so UNANIMOUSLY, and also adopted the 
Fund law by a majority of fourteen. So much for Buck- 
ingham. 

Since I last wrote you the ways of the Union have con- 
tinued to be in pleasant places. To tell you a private truth, 
our Union has just placed matters in such a position that 
neither employers nor journeymen can move an inch. The 
proprietors cannot, and the others will not, and so things 
rock along very well. The rats here remain in their hole, 
and it is earnestly hoped they are having a fine time. 

Our printers have had a tough time this past summer; but 
they have worked through very well, and will have, probably, 
through the winter, many “fat takes.” 
of fellows, and deserve much praise. 

But I simply set out to growl at you for not sending me 
the CIRCULAR regularly, and I find myself filling two pages 
with matter that may be subject to exclusion, as the last one 
I wrote had the eflect of stopping the paper itself. 

Yours ever, 
Jas. H. SMITH. 
CoLuMBIA, 8. C., Sept. 3, 1867. 
Friend Menamin: 

I have before me the last two numbers of the CrrcULAR, 
July and August, and find them to contain matter of great 
interest to the craft: especially your views in regard to the 
new Constitution and the National Fund. 
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has been too often the case; but, on the other hand, every 
thing will go straight and forward, and come out “all right 
side up with care.” 

Ever since the late difficulty here with the “ Carolinian’ 
office, we have been drifting along smoothly. Our Union 
numbers sixteen members in good standing. The Carolinian 
has ceased to exist under its former proprietor, and has re- 
cently passed into the hands of four worthies of No. 34, who 
intend, on the 17th of this month, starting a daily paper, to 


, 


| be called the Daily Chronicle. 


They are a noble set | 


From present appearances the Chronicle promises to be a 
lively sheet. Such enterprises should be largely patronized. 
We have no doubt this one will be a success; there is a large 
field and a fair opening. Success to them. 

For fear | may be intruding on your space I will now 
close, but, in the mean time, let me ask you how much space 


| you can allow, and if you approve of members of the local 


President Oberly has, I fear, gone far beyond the wishes 


of a majority of the Subordinate Unions, in and out of the 
United States. In fact, we of District No. 2, comprising the 
territory of North and South Carolina, are quite amazed at 
the course taken by him in the late Convention at Memphis, 
and I think I can truly say, are decidedly against the new 
Constitution and the National Fund. 

I have been in correspondence with a number of the 
members of the different Unions in those States, and | find 
the utmost indignation expressed against those measures, 
which, if established, will legislate out of existence, at once, 
all the immunities which have been enjoyed by the local 
Unions for the last fifty years. 

We do not wish to utter one syllable detrimental to Presi- 
dent Oberly ; neither have we any doubt but that when he 
drew up those measures he intended them for the good of 
the craft. All that we complain of is, the hasty action to get 
them through—unmindful of the result that must certainly 


follow their adoption. ‘The establishment of a National 
Fund must certainly cause trouble; because travelling 


printers, who do not remain long in a place, and who, | 
must say—some of them—are not disposed to do right, will 
still stick out a strike, (when, probably, proper conditions 
could be arranged,) relying on the money coming from the 
National Fund, never thinking once that it came from their 
own pockets, nor that it is liable to be cut off by the Head 
of the great central directory after the third week. Presi- 
dent Oberly’s views may have been well aimed, but this is 
one of the times that he missed the mark. 

Let each Subordinate Union establish a fund of its own, 
and adopt by-laws relating thereto. Let them, also, reinvest 
the Union with good laws and regulations, and we will yet 
sail under victorious colors, with our true motto to the 
breeze—* THE ART PRESERVATIVE OF ALL ARTS.” And 
more than this, every printer in the country—from the Rio 
Grande to the Chesapeake, from ocean to ocean—will rally 
round this standard, and exclaim, with honor, “Il am a 
member in good standing with the National Typographical 
Union of North America.” We will have no confusion, but 
will extend the right hand of “live and let live;” all wiil be 
harmony; there will be no prejudice, no jeers, no deceit; 
neither will fraudulent advantages be taken on either side, as 


Unions expressing their private opinions and views through 
the columns of the PRINTERS’ CIRCULAR; if so, give these 
hasty lines a place, and any thing pertaining to the interest 
of the craft, falling under my observation, wil] be communi- 
cated for the columns of our worthy organ. 

MABEL. 


- *2ceoe- 
THE LOCAL UNIONS AND THE LATE CONVENTION, 
CoLuMBIA, S. C., Aug. 15, 1867. 
To the Officers and Members of Colunbia Typographical 
Union, No. 34: 
Your Committee, to whom was confided the examination 
of measures enacted at the last session of the National Ty- 
pographical Union, and submitted for the ratification of Sub- 


| ordinate Unions, would respectfully announce the following 





as the result of their deliberations, and urge its adoption as 
the sense of Columbia Union, No. 34: 

In the adoption of the new Constitution of the National 
Union, we are persuaded that too little regard was exhibited 
as to the constitutionality of the proceeding, and too much 
importance attached to mere expediency. We are not pre- 
pared to endorse the idea that ail innovations are improve- 
ments; neither can we admit the right of the National Union 
to ignore or legislate out of existence the rightful Constitu- 
tion under which it acts, except in the mode therein pre- 
scribed. We regard the Constitution as paramount, in point 
of power, to the organization it was designed to control in 
spirit and restrain in action. 

As to the uniform Constitution proposed for Subordinate 
Unions, your Committee are loth to invest the National 
Union with dictatorial power sufficient to make its adoption 
necessary by any subordinate organization, not electing so to 
do from its own sense of appreciation. In compassing the 
purposes of its advocates, the National Union becomes in- 
vested with a new power, other than that which attaches to its 
legitimate functions as a recommendatory body. We do 
not conceive that it was ever designed to convert the National 
Union into a great central directory, absorbing all the privi- 
leges and immunities heretofore exercised and enjoyed by 
the Subordinate Unions, and leaving the latter a mere nomi- 
nal existence. 

In relation to the National Fund Law, we are convinced 
that, notwithstanding the many redeeming features in its 
favoy, the entire absence of all legal responsibility on the part 
of the custodians of this fund, coupled with its natural ten- 
dency to promote strikes, upon the most flimsy pretexts, in 
many cases, render it alike objectionable. 

While cordially assenting to be governed by the will of the 
majority of our fellow-craftsmen in these important measures, 
we respectfully set forth the foregoing as embodying, in a 
condensed form, some of the objections to which we conceive 
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they are liable, and would unite in asking a reconsideration 
at the ensuing session of the National Union. 

The action of the delegates from Columbia Union, No. 34, 
at the last session of the National Union, is not censured by 
your Committee, as they (the delegates) were not instructed 
what course to\pursue in reference to the above-mentioned 
measures, in accordance with the request of President 
Oberly, in a circular to Subordinate Unions, dated March 6, 
1867. 

Respectfully submitted. 
J. W. CALL, 
H. N. EMLYN, 
I. C. MORGAN, 
W. W. DEANE, 
JOHN A. TERRY, 
Committee, 


AvuGustA TyPOGRAPHICAL UNION, No. 41. 2 
AuGustTA, GA., August 31, 1867. 4 
At a regular meeting of this body, the Select Committee 


following report, which was unanimously adopted: 
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itself, or rather transformed itself from a legal into an illegal 
body, by substituting a new for the good old Constitution 
under which it had grown prosperous, and erecting an oli- 
garchy in the room of the plain old style to which we had 
become accustomed. It were useless to claim that this un- 
paralleled revolution was necessary to the well-being of the 
craft in this country, for we emphatically deny that it was. 
It were useless to say the National Union had grown so weak 
that more power was necessary successfully to carry it on, for 
the long period of fifteen years had clearly demonstrated the 
perfect adaptability of the old Constitution to all the require- 
ments of the trade. It grew out of a clamor by a few fora 
change, and was founded only on a supposed necessity—not 


| demanded by exigency. 


A constituent body exists by the will of its constituency, 
and when great changes are to be made they should be sub- 


| mitted to the constituency for consideration, especially where 


The Committee appointed by “ Augusta Typographical | 


Union, No. 41,” to whom was referred the Uniform Consti- 
tution for Subordinate Unions, and the act creating a Na- 
tional Fund, adopted at the late session of the National 
Union, held at Memphis, Tenn., have had the same under 
consideration, and beg leave respectfully to submit the follow- 
ing report: 

Your Committee have availed themselves of all the lights 
afforded by the proceedings of the National body, and have 
come to the deliberate conclusion that the adoption of these 
measures is entirely illegal, and, therefore, void and of no 
effect. In arriving at this grave conclusion, it jis necessary 
and proper that we should adduce the reasons that have im- 
pelled us thereto. 

In referring to the history of the National Union, we find 
that it has been in existence for fifteen years; that in its 
incipiency it met and framed a Constitution suited to the 


sedure; that it might require amendment, as exigencies 
demanded, they never doubted, and hence incorporated the 
following: 

ARTICLE X.—Sec, 3. Any alteration or amendment of this Consti- 
tution must be offered to the National Union at the regular session 
thereof; and, if seconded, it shall be entered on the Minutes. At 
the next stated meeting the amendments may be considered, and, if 
agreed to by two-thirds of the votes given, shall become a part of 
the Constitution. 

Under this Constitution the National Union went on from 
year to year, growing stronger and stronger; new Unions 
sprung into existence as if by magic; old Unions spread 
their wings; defunct [’nions were resuscitated; the business 
was in a healthy condition throughout the country, and har- 
mony and good feeling reigned in all our borders. There 
was no complaint, no grumbling, or dissatisfaction—all 
seemingly pleased with this propitious state of affairs; but, 
alas for us and our time-honored organization! a change, a 
great change, came over the spirit of our dreams. In an evil 
hour the wily serpent entered our Eden, tempted to the for- 


the power is lacking jn the constituent body to make the 
changes. In this instance it was not submitted to the con- 
stituency or authorized by them; neither was its own or- 


: ! vO es 1 | ganic law complied with, the President’s assumption to the 
on the proceedings of the late National Union submitted the | 


contrary notwithstanding. The constituency created the 
National Union, and can break it down. It was by them 
breathed into existence, and when it fails to answer the ends 
for which it was created, the constituency have the power 
and the undoubted right to tumble it to its foundation. So 
much for its boasted supremacy, We created it because we 
desired a fountain-head—a source of appeal—to which we 
could confidently look in all matters of serious dispute; and 
to recommend all needful general laws for the government 
of the craft. When it transcends these powers it fails to 
answer the purposes for which it was created, and must be 
brought to reason by the only power that can control it—the 
constituency. We claim that we are a part of that constitu- 
ency—that we helped to make the National Union—and that 
in all serious changes in its organization we should at least be 


| consulted ; especialiy in so serious a change as the complete 


bidden fruit, and we now suddenly discover ourselves to be | 


naked; or, to drop metaphor, we are all at sea again, without 
chart or eompass. When the National Union met at Mem- 
phis it met under favorable auspices, and we hoped for much 
from its deliberations. It was then a legal body, and we 
bowed with pleasure to its mild sceptre, believing all was 
right and doubting nothing: but the boon of peace we so 
happily enjoyed was destined to be of short duration, for in 
less than three days the National Union had gone out of 


annulling of an old and the substitution of anew Constitution. 
Was that done? No! a thousand times no! But, in lieu 


" : oie. a sa | thereof, the National Union, with unparalleled presumption, 
interests of the craft, but making no provision for jts super- | 


assumed the responsibility, and for its temerity must take the 
consequences. The President of that august body unequivo- 
cally asseverates that, as the old Constitution had made no 
provision for such a change, the National Union took the res- 
ponsibility on itself, and we take the responsibility on our- 
selves to say that it acted not only in derogation of its own 
organic law, but without authority. President Oberly says 
that it was its deliberate act by a vote of forty-seven to three, 
and that no Subordinate Union has a right to question its 
authority. With ajl due deference to the opinions of so dis- 
tinguished a personage, and looking only at the letter and 
spirit of the law, we assume that we have an unquestionable 
right to our opinions on all questions vitally affecting us, and 
to approve or condemn as our judgments dictate; and, in the 
exercise of our high prerogative, we pronounce all their acts, 
from and after the annulling of the old Constitution and the 
passage of that instrument called a new Constitution, alto- 
gether and entirely illegal, and of no force and effect what- 
ever. 

We will not stop to pronounce an opinion as to the merits 
or demerits of the so-called uniform Constitution for Subordi- 
nate Unions, and the Act providing for a National Fund. 
Born in sin, and conceived in iniquity, we wash our hands 
clean of them; or, in plain English, as they were passed by 
the late National Union after it had become an illegal body, 
they fal] under the ban of unlawful, and we accordingly repu- 
diate them. : 

In conclusign, we ask leave to submit the following reso- 
lutions: 
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Resolved, That the adoption of a new Constitution for its govern- 
ance by the late National Union, at its Memphis session, without a 
compliance with fundamental and well-established law, is without 
precedent in the annals of a National organization, and renders all 


its legislation thereafter unconstitutional, inoperative, and of no | 


binding force whatever on the Subordinate Unions of the country. 
Resolved, That while this Union is now, and ever has been, a law- 

loving, and law-abiding body, it cannot gulp at one dose so heinous 

an offence in the National Union without a vigorous resentment of 


the outrage upon their feelings as a constituency, and an earnest pro- | 


test against its unwonted assumptions. 

Resolved, That while this Union will meet its sister Unions at 
Washington next June, it ignores the new Constitution, and will elect 
as many delegates as the old Constitution allows and it can afford to 
send, 

Resolved, That a printed copy of this report and resolutions be 


sent to the President and Secretary of the National Union, to the | 


Editor of the Prinrers’ Circular, and to the Unions of the coun- 
try, signed by the President and countersigned by the Secretary, 
under the seal of the Union, and that they be spread on our 
minutes, 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
L. P. ASHBY, 
M. M. HILL, 
JOHN M. WEIGLE, 
JOHN T. KING, 
THOS. LAUDER, 
Committee. 


Or JOHN M. JUDGE, 

) ae ( Arrest: ' = ' President. 

" 4 JOHN M. WEIGLE, ° 
am Secretary. 


To the Officers and Members of Quincy Typographical Union, No. 59: 
The undersigned Committee to whom was referred the Constitution 
for Subordinate Unions, and the act creating a National Fund, re- 


pene by our delegate to the National Typographical Union as | 
1aving been adopted at the late session of that body, with a proviso | 


that the same shall be ratified by two-thirds of the Subordinate 
Unions before becoming a law, respectfully report that they have 
endeavored to give the documents that consideration to which their 


source would entitle them, but have found the Constitution for Sub- | 
ordinate Unions such a confused mass of contradictory paragraphs | 


and senseless ritual, we have not as yet been able to get through it, 
Your Committee believe that a uniform Constitution for Subordinate 


Unions, no matter how carefully drawn, if imposed upon them by the | 


National body, would in the main be more injurious than beneficial 
to the local organizations; and when we come to contemplate 
the effect of this proposed unconstitutional Constitution, with its 
useless initiation service, requiring almost as much time as is ordi- 
narily devoted to the entire order of business at a regular meeting, 
we feel more than impelled to recommend its unconditional rejec- 
tion, and to give it as our honest opinion that the mass of trash 
could never have been sincerely intended for the government of any 
Subordinate Union, unless indeed it be the Cairo ** Mutual Admira- 
tion Society,’’ which sent a majority of its members to Memphis as 
delegates. 

We might urge particular objections to many parts of it, but judg- 
ing from the repugnance to reading it manifested by every one to 
whom it has been shown, we fear our labor would be lost upon the 
craft, as few of them will ever have the temerity to undertake a 
thorough examination of the original document. 

In reference to the National Fund Act, your Committee would 
urge the general objection that it is unnecessarily long, loosely 
worded, and evidently intended to place unauthorized power in the 
hands of the President of the National Union, besides having been 
unconstitutionally adopted. 

Your Committee find in connection with these two documents an- 
other which purports to be the Constitution of the ‘‘ National Typo- 
graphical Union of North A meriea,’’ adopted at the Memphis 
session of the National Typographical Union, and under which 
that body appears to have acted in adopting the others. The uncon- 
stitutionality of this whole scheme is made fully apparent, by a com- 

- parison of Sec. 3, Art. 10, of the Constitution under which the Na- 
tional Typographical Union convened at Memphis, and the reported 
remarks of President Oberly in introducing his ritualistic hobby. 
The article referred to reads as follows: 

ArT. X, SEc. 3. 
tion must be offered to the National Union at the regular session 
thereof, and if seconded, it shall be entered on the minutes. At the 
next stated meeting the amendments may be considered, and if 
agreed to by two-thirds of the votes given, shall become a part of 
the Constitution.” 

A careful inspection of the printed proceedings of the session held 


“ Any alteration or amendment of this Constitu- | 
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at Chicago, just one year previous to the session adopting this new 
Constitution, shows that no amendment or proposition to amend or 
totally annul the old Constitution was submitted at that session, 
Hence the entire proceedings of the Memphis Convention in this 
connection are unconstitutional and void, the assertion of President 
Oberly to the effect that his printed circulars forwarded to Subordi- 
nate Unions a few weeks previous to the assembling of the National 
Typographical Union at Memphis, was equivalent to the proceed- 
ings required by the above section, to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Your Committee recommend the adoption of the following reso- 
lutions : 

Resolved, That the introduction and adoption of a new Constitu- 
tion for the National Union by that body, at its Memphis session, 
without previous notice having been given as required by Sec, 3, Art. 
10, was unconstitutional and void, and therefore has no binding 
effect upon Subordinate Unions. 

Resolved, That all acts and proceedings under the provisions of this 
so-called new Constitution are equally unconstitutional with the 
original document, and we shall not consider them as binding upon 
us even though ratified by two-thirds of the Subordinate Unions. 

Resolved, That we will send delegates to the next session of the Na- 
tional Typographical Union, to be held in Washington in June next, 
in accordance with the old and rightful Constitution, and that we 
will not in any manner recognize the authority of the so-called Con- 
stitution of the National Union of North America, nor any authority 
claimed by the officers of the National Union under its provisions. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

TOM. J. HEIRS, 

I. G. HUFFMAN, 
Committee. 
Quincy, ILL, August 4, 1868. 

At a regular meeting of Quincy Typographical Union, No, 59, 
held this day, the special committee to whom was referred the Con- 
stitution for Subordinate Unions and the National Fund Act, adopted 
by the National Typographical Union at the Memphis session, sub- 
mitted the foregoing report, which was unanimously adopted. 

TOM. J. HEIRS, 
Rec. and Cor. Secretary. 





SAVANNAH, GA., Sept, 2, 1867, 
To the Officers and Members of Savannah Typographical Union, No. 38: 

GENTLEMEN :—Your Committee, to whom was referred the action 
of the last National Union, in adopting a new National Constitu- 
tion, a new uniform Constitution for the Subordinate Unions, and a 
National Fund, begs leave to submit the following as their opinion 
regarding the same. 

As to the National Constitution we are unanimous in our convic- 
tions regarding its unconstitutionality. In all Executive bodies 
which derive their existence from the consent of the governed, it is 
both proper and necessary that all amendments or abolishments 
should be submitted to the subordinate bodies, for their ratification 
or rejection, before an attempt is made to establish it as a governing 
law. This the National Union has not done, and the attempt to pass 
it without its previous introduction, and laying over for one sessign, 
is a violation of the old®Constitution, and an unwarranted assump- 
tion of power. We regard every innovation upon established laws, 
which have guided us successfully for years, as tending to the de- 
struction of our national existence, and your Committee, believing 
this as such, respectfully beg for its rejection, and a hearty endorse- 
ment of the action of your delegate, Mr. J. F. X. Devine, in entering 
his solemn protest in the National Union against this new-fangled 
concoction of nullification, 

The Constitution for the Subordinate Unions, as a matter of impor- 
tance, is less significant ; but as a matter of respect to the wisdom of 
Subordinate Unions to frame their own local laws, we regard it as an 
implied superiority. It would be unreasonable to suppose that any 
organization would relinquish the laws which are its safeguard, and 
substitute those which are tedious, inapplicable and suspicious. The 
adoption of this Constitution would render it binding and universal 
on all Unions, and we would then be deprived of the right of making 
such alterations as would suit the peculiarities of each place. Taking 
this Constitution in connection with the National Constitution, (for 
they are both dependent upon each other,) your Committee is suill 
more impressed with their evident tendency to a concentration of 
power, and the ignoring of the rights of Subordinate Unions to legis- 
late for their own guidance, which National bodies cannot do. We 
doubt if there is a Union in the country that has not a more simple, 
appropriate and sensible Constitution than this—one at least more 
reserved in its action for the wholesale redemption or pardoning of 
‘rats’? which the narrow-minded forethought of the new Constitu- 
tion displays. 

Your Committee are of the opinion that a National Fund, on the 
plan proposed, would be productive of the most evil consequences to 
the Unions in general, as the prospect of obtaining relief during a 
strike would lead to too many of them. Where the funds are of a 
local deposit, and are considered as belonging to the members in per- 
son, they will be more cautious and reserved in regard to strikes. 
Indifferent and incompetent printers are thus provided with a pow- 
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erful weapon to create dissension and trouble in every Union whose 
local laws may be repugnant to them, The resting in a few men, 
without proper security, of the National Fund. and subject alone to 
their disposal, is another of the many objections with which these 
bills abound. 

Entertaining, as we do, the above opinions, and for the pt irpose of 
expressing more fully the proper action of this Union in regard to the 
matter, we would respectfully request the adoption ot the following 
resolutions, which have been agreed to by the Cincinnati, New Or- 
leans, and other Unions: 

Resolved, That the adoption by the National Union which met at 
Memphis, of a new National Constitution, without due notice having 
been previously given, was an act of nullification, and therefore is 
not binding on Subordinate Unions, and is null and void. 

Resolved, That the acts known as Constitution for Subordinate 
Unions and a National Fund having been passed by virtue of power 
assumed by this Constitution, we will not consider these acts binding 
on us, even though endorsed by two-thirds of the Subordinate 
Unions. 

Resolved, That we will not comply with the demand for sixty cents 
per capita, until the same shall have been adopted in a constitutional 
manner. 

Resolved, That we will elect our delegates to the session of the Na- 
tional Union to be held in Washington in June next, in accordance 
with the rightful Constitution, and without regard to the so-called 
Constitution of the National Union of North America. 

Resolved, That we call upon all sister Unions to elect their dele- 
gates in the same manner, and join with us in rebuking this flagrant 
disregard of the National Constitution. 


THOS P. VALE 
H. + J. MIDDLETON, 
ELY OTTO, 


JAMES R, ALLEN. 


HANNIBAL, August 17, 1867. 
To the Officers and Members of Hannibal T. U., No. 88 

Your Committee, appointed to report on - ** Constitution for 
Subordinate Unions,’’ and the establishment of a ‘** National Fund,” 
beg leave to submit the following: 

We believe it unwise to place the power in the National Union to 
frame a Constitution for Subordinate Unions, insomuch as such an 
instrument will be continually subject to and undergoing amend- 
ments to suit local peculiarities. 

Sec. 10, Art. l—Your Committee cannot see the necessity for the 
contemplated increase of per capita tax, as that now paid exceeds 
the expenditures of _ National Union. 

Paragraph 10, Sec. 1, Art. XV.—We cannot understand how it is 
possible to “ expel’’ a the “Union one who is not a member 
thereof. 

Sec. 1, Art. XVIII.—Your Committee deem it unjust to collect dues 
levied for the benefit of the National Union from a printer who is 
not required to pay dues to a Subordinate Union. 

We deprecate many of the acts of the late session of the National 
Union, particularly the resolution on page 52 of the published Pro- 
ceedings, extending the jurisdiction ot each Subordinate Union halt- 


way to the nearest Union, as we do not believe that a ‘Scale of 


Prices” could be adopted suited to the various localities within the 
extended jurisdiction. 

We believe the action of the National Union, in framing and sub- 
mitting the said Constitution, and the adoption of a National Con- 
stitution without due notice and time, as provided in our National 
Constitution under which we have successfully labored for years, to 
be illegal, entirely void, and of no binding aes e, and that we should 
elect our delegate to the next session of the National Union without 
any reference to the said new instrument. 

For these and other reasons of minor importance, we recommend 
its rejection, 

In reference to the establishment of a National Fund, as proposed, 
your Committee find the following objections: 

Ist. The accumulation of so large a fund would encourage 
‘* strikes,”’ unless the power is placed in some head to decide upon 
the merit of such a step. 

2d. It would place a large sum of money under the control of a 
few individuals, without any legal security therefor. 

3d. Comparatively few ‘‘ Union Printers” take situations during 
*‘ strikes,” and the only benefit accruing from this Fund would be 
the relief afforded while out of employment—and, we regret to say, 
many would prefer the relief to the employment, But even this 
would have little effect upon the issue, as the surplus of printers in 
country towns invariably flock to the cities in times of ‘‘ strikes.” 

ith. It virtually would offer a premium to dishonorable printers 
to congregate in a city while a ‘‘ strike ” is in progress, and they will 

not fail to set a price in proportion to the amount of funds supposed 
to be on hand. 

5th. It places discretionary power in the President to suspend 
payment to a Subordinate Union four weeks after the first order 
has been paid, whether the strikers have been successful or not, and 
whether the amount paid by that Union to the Fund has been drawn 
out or not. 


Your Committee would therefore recommend its rejection. 
MART. V. B. Y, 
LAURENCE N. DUFFY, 
JOHN W. KERWOOD, Committee. 





PHILADELPHIA TYPOGRAPHICAL UNION, No. 2.2 

PHILADELPHIA, September 7, 1867. § 
At an Adjourne d Stated Meeting of Philadelphia Typogr: aphical 
Union, No. 2, held this evening, the following Report from the Com- 
mittee on National Union Proceedings, etc,, was adopted, and the 
Secretary directed to furnish copies of the same to the President and 
Secretary of the National Union, and also to all Subordinate Unions. 
In compliance with that instruction this circular is transmitted, 
which, it is hoped, will receive a careful consideration, and the action 
of your Union upon the subject communicated to this body at the 


earliest moment. 


PHILADELPHIA, September 7, 1867. 

To the President and Members of Philadelphia Typographical Union, No. 2: 

GENTLEMEN :—Your Committee, to whom was referred the con- 
sideration of the ‘‘ Proceedings” of the Fifteenth Annual Session 
of the National Typographical Union, respectfully report that they 
have given the same due consideration, and submit the following for 
your approval 

In regard to the document purporting to be the Constitution of 
‘The National Typographical Union of North America,” your 
Committee express no opinion as to either its merits or defects; the 
only question, in their estimation, to be considered being the illegal 
manner in which it was adopted by the delegates tothe Convention. 
Section 3, Article 10, of the Constitution, requires that altera- 
tions or amendments shall be submitted at one annual meeting, and 
adopted or rejected at the next annual session. Notice of an intended 
alteration, am ndme ‘nt, or even the substitution of a ‘‘ new” con- 
stitution not having been given at the Chicago Session, the so-called 








constitution is necessarily of no effect whatever. In this connection we 
would call your ‘attention to the ruling of the Pre — ont of the Na- 
tional Typographical Union, that the » substitution of a ‘* New Consti- 


tution” nullifies the provisions of Sec, 3, Art. 10, Beeve alluded to—a 
ruling which though it may be considered parliamentary by the Presi- 
dent, is certainly not in accordance with the spirit of the Constitution. 

In reference to the adoption of a Uniform Constitution for Subor- 
dinate Unions, your Committee are of the opinion that it is wholly im- 
practicable—the various local peculiarities making it almost impossi- 
ble. One feature alone in the document submitted—the programme 
of *‘ initiation ’—in a large Union like No. 2, would oce ar. on some 
occasions, hours in its performance—leaving little time for the proper 
transaction of the regular bepsiavess. 

Your Committee consider that the establishment of a ‘‘ National 
Union Fund” would be detrimental to the interests of the craft, 
and productive of ‘‘ strikes” on the most frivolous pretexts. And 
while admitting that, under the plan proposed, the taration would be 
equal, they cannot admit that the benefits to be derived would be cor- 
respondingly advantageous. For example: While it is easy to see 
how a Union of small membership, when contending for an advance 
in prices, or any principle of its organization, would be benefited by 
the aid received from a Union of large membership, it is difficult to 
understand how the latter would be materially aided by the contri- 
butions of a Union few in numbers 

The following resolutions are submitted: 

1. Resolved, That the construction placed upon Sec. 3, Art. 10, of 
the Constitution, is contrary to the spirit and letter of the law, and 
one never contemplated by the framers of the Constitution; neither 
is it in accordance with the usages of legislative bodies of this char- 
acter, nor consistent with honor and integrity in a presiding officer. 

2. Resolved, That the Constitution for Subordinate Unions be re- 








3. Resolved, That the act providing for a ‘‘ National Union Fund” 
be rejected di this Union. 

Resolved, That the delegates to be elected to the next Conven- 
tion, to be held in Washington, in June, 1868, be instructed to pro- 
test against the informal action had in Memphis, and to use their 
influence to have the subject of the New National Constitution 
we sht before that body, and acted on in accordance with Section 

Article “ of the Constitution, 

5. Resolve That this Union indorses substantially the reports and 
resolutions a" the Cincinnati and New Orleans Unions on the illegal 
adoption of the National Constitution. 

6. Resolved, That this Union recognize only that portion of the 
‘* Proceedings” transacted in accordance with the provisions of the 
Constitution under which the National Union assembled. 








— ? " 
H, s T A AT Ss, Committee. 
fembership of this Union, 901, 
ours, fraternally, 
HUGH J. DURBOROW, Secretary. 
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MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS. 
Av a meeting of Philadelphia Typographical Union, No. 


2, held August 24th, the following officers were elected for 
the ensuing year: 
President, Thomas Murnane, Vice-President, S. H,. Staats. Re- 


cording Secretary, H. J. Durborow. Financial Secretary, 5. D. Carter. 
Treasurer, James Welsh. Doorkeeper, Wm. Goode. Trustees, M. A, 
DeGroote, Wm. Turner, Owen A. Duffie. Business Con 
W. Mayberry, Daniel Gillen, L. Rudduck, James Beatty, H. W. 
Robertson, Charles H. Schurch, John W. Wharton, Peter White, 
James J. Magee, 

Tue strike in Detroit is ended; the members of the 
Union becoming discouraged through the infidelity of their 
Vice-President, and other causes. 


Tue Philadelphia 


mitte 


Weekly Magazine, for September 21, 
appears in a new dress. We are glad to witness this evi- 
dence of prosperity. This number is illustrated with a 
fashion plate and other engravings, and contains some very 
readable matter, both in prose and poetry. The Magazine 
is edited and published by Mr. Robert W. Renshaw, at the 
low price of six cents per copy. We wish him success. 


TALENT AND Tact.—Talent is something, but tact is 
everything. Talent is serious, sober, grave and respectable ; 
tact is all that, and more too. It is not a seventh sense, but 
it is the life of all the five. It is the open eye, the quick ear, 
the judging taste, the keen smell and the lively touch; it is 
the interpreter of all riddles—the surmounter of all difficul- 
ties—the remover of all obstacles. It is useful in all places 
and at all times; it is useful in solitude, for it shows a man 
his way into the world; it is useful in society, for it shows 
him his way through the world. Talent is power—tact is 
skill; talent is weight—tact is momentum; talent knows 
what to do—tact knows how to do it; talent makes a man 
respectable—tact will make him respected ; talent is wealth— 
tact is ready money. For ail the practical purposes of life, 
tact carries it against talent—ten to one. 


Tue following is a list of prices paid by Mr. Robert 
Bonner for his celebrated horses : Dexter, $50,000 ; Pocahon- 


tas, $35,000; Auburn Horse, $13,000; Peerless, $5,000; 
Flatbush Maid, $5,000; Lantern, $5,000; Lady Palmer, 
$5,000. Total, $118,000. 

WE received a beautiful specimen of printing, in the shape 


of an invitation to attend a “ River Excursion,” from Troy 
(N. Y.) Typographical Union, No. 52. We hope our friends 
enjoyed themselves upon that occasion, and regret that it 
was not in our power to be with them. 


TuE New York Commercial Advertiser, Thurlow Weed’s 
paper, has the following editorial corps: Mr. Chester P. 


Dewey is Editor-in-Chief, Messrs. D. W. Judd and M. J. 
Yates are the Assistant Editors, and Mr. W. Dodworth is 
Financial Editor, and Mr. Williston writes the readable 


“Timely Themes.” 


JONES propounds the following question in domestic 
ethics, viz.: Can a butcher be said to be a gambler because 
he is always putting up stakes ? 


THE largest circulation among juvenile papers, not gratui- 
tously circulated, is enjoyed by the 
paper started by Fanny Fern’s father, and now edited by Mr. 
D.S. Ford. It has a subscription list of thirty-five thousand. 


Youth's ompanion, a 


BONNER is erecting a magnificent marble building on 
William street, New York, costing $250,000, It is for a 
publishing house. 

IT takes three editors to start a paper in New Orleans—one 
to get killed in a duel—one to die with the yellow fever, and 
one to write an obituary of the defunct two. 
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Henry WArpD BEECHER has consented to the publication 
of a volume of anecdotes relating to himself. 


THE first almanac in England was printed in 1693. There 
were near thirty thousand of them printed, besides a short 
almanac for two pence, that was printed for that year; and 
because of the novelty of said almanac, and its title, they 
were all vended. Its sale was so great that the Society of 
Booksellers in London bought off the copy for the future, in 
order to engross the profits in their own hands. 


EpiroriAL Courtresy.—The editor of the Foxtown 
Fusileer is a generous fellow. In his last number he says: 

*“ Postscript—We stop the press with pleasure to announce 
the decease of our cotemporary, Mr. Snaggs, editor of the 
Foxtown Flash. He is now gone to another and better 
world. Persons who have taken the Flash will find the 
Fusileer a good paper.” 


Wuy is a newspaper like a wife ? 


Because every man 
ought to have one of his own. 


BREATHES there a man with soul so dead—who never to 
himself hath said—lI will my local paper take—both for my 
own and family’s sake ?—If such there be, let him repent— 
and have the paper to him sent—and if he’d pass a happy 
winter—he in advance should pay the printer. 


THe oldest English newspaper that has been discovered 
is a quarto pamphlet of a few leaves, entitled, “ The Diurnal 
or, Daily Proceedings of Both Houses, in this 
great and happy Parliament, from the 3d Novy., 1640, to the 
3d Nov., 1641. London: Printed for William Cooke, and 
are to be sold at his shop at Funival’s Inn Gate, in Holborn, 
1641.” 


Mrs. YELL lately cowhided Mr. Lay for not performing a 
promise to marry her. As he wouldn’t make her Lay, she 
mate him yell. 


Occurrences: 


A NEW author asked an editor his opinion of his books. 
The answer was, “I have found a great deal of good and 
original matter in them; but what was good was not 
original, and what was original was not good.” 


Tue first Sunday School in England was established in 
1781, at the city of Gloucester, by Mr. Robert Raikes, then 
editor and printer of the Gloucester Journal, and the Rev. 
Thomas Stock. 


Ir is claimed that a new printing press, invented at 
Norwalk, Conn., will print 50,000 papers per hour. 


Rev. Henry WArp BEECHER, in a sermon delivered 
recently, said that more public men of eminence had started 
from the business of type-setting than probably from any 
other occupation. He was right. 


Tne Philadelphia Ledger, which is one of the largest 
printing establishments in the United States, was started in 
1836, by three journeymen printers, two of whom are yet 
living and are millionnaires. 


THE printers of Easton, Pa., are about forming a new 
Typographical Union. 


O'CONNELL met a conceited literary friend, and ex- 
claimed: “I saw a capital thing in your last pamphlet.” 
“Did you?” eagerly replied his delighted listener. “ What 
was it?” “A pound of butter!” 


PostTAGE.—Postmasters are obliged to receive all treasury 
notes, for stamps or postage, if clearly genuine, no matter how 
worn or defaced they may be, provided that one-twentieth 
part thereof be not missing; and fractional currency, if not 
one-tenth part be missing. 
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“SoLtip MATTER.”—The editor of the Wabashaw ( Minn.) 
Herald is said to weigh only 662 pounds. 


A CONDUCTOR of a newspaper, speaking of a cotemporary, 
says: “He was formerly a member of Congress, but rapidly 
rose till he obtained a respectable } i 
noble example of perseverance under depressing circum- 
stances.” 


ONE day, as Pope was engaged in translating the “ TIliad,’ 
he came to a passage which he nor his assistant could 
interpret. A stranger, who stood by, in his humble garb, 
very modestly suggested that as he had some little acquain- 
tance with the Greek, perhaps he could assist them. “ Try 
it!” said Pope, with the air of a boy who is teaching a 
monkey to eat red pepper. “There is an error in the print,” 
said the stranger, looking at the text. “Read as if there 
was no interrogation point at the end of the line, and you 
have the meaning at once.” Pope’s assistant improved upon 
this hint, and rendered the passage without difficulty. Pope 
was chagrined; he could never endure to be surpassed in 
any thing. Turning to the stranger, he said, in a sarcastic 
tone, “ Will you please to tell me what an interrogation is?” 
“ Why, sir,” said the stranger, scanning the ill-shaped poet, 
“it is a little, crooked, contemptible thing that asks ques- 
tions !” 





THE PRESENT CASH PRICES OF PAPER. 
The following table of prices of paper is corrected monthly 
by Charles Magarge & Co., wholesale paper dealers, Nos. 30, 
32 and 34 South Sixth Street, Philadelphia : 


a mber , 1867. 
Note paper, first cls 6@ — be , pound. 


common, ‘ 35 6 


““ 


common 30 ““ 
Flat caps and folios, first class 
“ “ 


“ec se 


“ ue common 


Common news, straw, &c 
Good news, rag 

Fair white book.... 
Extra book 


Extra sized and calendered, plate and map 
Manilla wrapping 

No 2 Manilla 

Hardware 





BARGAIN COLUMN. 


GORDON CYLINDER, in good working order, can be seen i 
operation if desired, Price, 8600. 

Hawks’ Lion Press—Platen 18x13. Price $350. 

Northrup Press. Bed 32x46. 

Lot Chases—various sizes—wrought-iron. 

600 pounds Johnson’s Agate. 

125 pounds Agi ate Bold Face. 

400 pounds Pica, low spaces. 

1150 pounds Small P ica, high spaces. 

1000 pounds Bourgeois, high spaces. 

One Super Royal Newbury Press. Bed 24x33. In gvod running 
order,—nearly new. Price $600. ' 

Lot of Stereotype Blocks—various sizes. Cheap. 

One medium Cylinder P re ss, nearly new. Price, $1,100. 

One Folio Post és ‘ Price, $700. 

One Single Cylinder Hoe Press, suitable for newspaper 34x52 
inches. Will run 1200 per hour, 

One superior Hand Press—Medium, 

One 66 “6 * = Imperial, 

One 66 sé «Super Royal. 

One quarter medium Gordon, 

One half medium Babcock. 

One entire office suitable for 7 column paper. 

One Super Royal Taylor Drum Cylinder Press. 

Cabinet, Stands, &c. 

2 eighth medium Ruggles Presses, 
One Small Cylinder Taylor Press, Bed, 33x46, 


CIRCULAR. 


Ke SALE.—A WASHINGTON HAND-PRESS, IN GOOD 
4 

order, cheap, suitable for printing a six column paper. Address 
J. ULRIcH, publisher Nord Stern, La Crosse, Wis. 


») ULING MACHINE WANTED.—A GOOD HICKOCK RUL- 
\ ing Machine wanted. Address, stating price, condition, W&e., 
PRINTERS’ CLRCULAR Office. 





PATENT SPRING BODKIN. 





PRICE, 7 75 cents. BY MAIL, 85 conts. 

This simple and convenient combination of the spring with the 
ordinary bodkin, both protected in a neat cylinder, two inches and 
a half in length, will supply a want long felt by the trade. A glance 
at the engraving will explain its construction, and satisfy every 
Printer of its utility. 

For sale at the 


“PRINTERS’ CIRCULAR” OFFICE, 


36 HUDSON ST., PHILADELPHIA. 
JAMES D. MOORE & CO., 
STEAM ENGINE BUILDERS and MACHINISTS 


30 and 82 HUDSON STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 


BF” All kinds of PRINTERS’ WORK carefully executed at Reasonable Rates, 
IMPORTANT TO PRINTERS. 


VALLEE’S ELASTIC GUM, 


FOR 
POWER, MACHINE AND HAND PRESSES. 


A Superior Article, Combining Durability, Cheapness and Dispatch. 
With this Article the Printer can make a Roller in one hour, 
PRICE, 35 CENTS PER POUND. 

In offering the Elastic Gum to the Trade, the manufacturer can confi- 
dently warrant the Gum as superior to any article ever offered, having it in 
use on Hoe Cylinder, Taylor, Campbell, and all kinds of machine and Hand 
Presses, and giving general satisfaction. 

The Roller can be used a few hours after taking from the mould, and at 
any time in fifteen minutes after washing, scarcely any shrinkage taking 
place, and having such tenacity that it is impossible to tear it. In fact, it 
combines everything that is desired in a first-class Roller, and costing no 
more money than an ordinary glue and molasses Roller This material 
works as well in Summer as Winter, and can be adapted to any climate. It 
is put up in cakes for shipping, with printed directions fur use, and can be 
had at any of the Type Foundries in Philadelphia. 

Country Printers will find it to their advantage to use Vallee’s Elastic 
Roller Gum. Particular attention will be given to all orders received, and 
full directions how to make rollers from the Gum; or if the size of Roller 
required is given, it will be sent to any part of the country, and no charge 
made for boxing. 

FOR SALE AT THE FOUNDRIES OF 
L. Johnson & Co., L. Pelouze & Son, Collins d& Mc Leester, Philadelphia, Pa.; 
R. Allison, Franklin Type Foundry, Cincinnati, Ohio; John H. Baptist, 
Republic Office, Richmond, Va.; W.J. Ramage, Chattanooga, Tenn., or of the 


Manufacturer, Aes 
F. VALLEE, 
36 Hudson St., Philadelphia. 


R. S. MENAMIN, 


Type, Presses, Black & Colored Inks, News Ink, 
PAPER-CUTTERS, CABINETS, STANDS, 
GALLEYS, LEADS, CASES, 


And everything required in a Printing Office, furnished at the shortest 
notices, at Foundry prices 


36 Hudson Street, Philadelphia, 

















There is an apparent discrepancy at this point. 


The pages are either missing or the pagination is incorrect. 


The filming is recorded as the book is found in the collections. 
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- POTTER'S POWER PRINTING PRESSES, 


No. 1O0SPRUCE STREET, NEW YORK. 





PRICE $1200. . ee) §6= BOXING $60. 


COUNTRY NEWSPAPER AND JOB PRESS. 


POTTER’S COUNTRY DRUM CYLINDERS. 


For the price, these are believed to be the best Presses yet offered to the public. They have all the facilities for doing 
Fine Book, Job, or Newspaper Work that the higher priced Presses have, but, of course, at not so great a speed. 
No. of Rollers Durable Tat . , 
overa Full Form. Speed me r hour. Weight Boxed. Cash Price. Boxing. 
Folio Post, - +--+ + 18by 24 2 1,500 2,600 $750 $30 
Mcdium, ----+-+-+ 24by 30 2 1,400 4,600 1,250 40 
Newspeper, 30 by 46 2 900 5,200 1,200 50 
pax” Each Press is furnished with Blanket, two Roller Molds, and two Sets Stocks. Over Head Steam Fixtures, $50.“@3a 
The Folio-Post and Medium sizes have Bunter Springs, so as to allow of a higher rate of speed. If the Newspaper size 
(illustrated above) is required for rapid speed, it should have the Bunter Spvings also; in which case an additional price of 
$100 is charged, and a speed of 1,2(0 per hour may be had. 


Potter’s Portable Steam Engines. Potter’s Bed and Platen Treadle Job Printing 
These are very neat, compact, and durable Presses. 
Engines, occupying very little space. They are 
perfectly safe, require no engineer, and are just , : 
the thing for Printers. The following sizes are a Seed, s by 2 nomen ioe ee. be = 
designed to be kept constantly on hand: alf Medium,(2'4 by 19 inches, 2,700 Ibs. 500 
2 Horse Power, 


Size inside Bearers. 


Size of Platen. Wgh’t Box’d. Cash Price 


, . : ° Cash Price, $400 These Presses are warranted equal in all re- 
2 with Governor and Steam Guage, “ 500 | spects to any inthe market. May be run either 
4 “ si 600 | backward or forward. Form may be placed any 
« . s 7/5 | where on the bed. Impossible to slur the im- 
° ’ ” 850 pression, and may be run with safety at 2,000 
. ° = 1,000 impressions per hour. Have the most thorough 
The Boilers attached to these Steam Engines | and perfect distribution that is possible. 


are constructed and built on scientific princi- Bill Head has Card motion attached, but no 

ples, and are reliable. Fountain. Quarto and Half Mediums have 

Boxing and Cartage, $15 to $25. Fountains—which are directly before the feed- 

RA eee, er, and easily adjusted without stopping the 

; Press. Each Press is furnished with two Chases, 

Potter’s Paper Cutters. six Stocks, Roller Mold, and Wrenches. If for 

27 inch Cut—Wood Frame, . . . $70 Steam Power, $20 extra. Boxing, $6, $10 & $15. 
80 inch Cut—Iron Frame, ... . 85 Terms—Net Cash. 








SPECIAL ATTENTION IS INVITED TO 
THE FOLIO-POST JOB CYLINDER, 
Size 18 by 24 inside Bearers, with a Durable Speed of 1,500 Impressions per hour. 
FITTED FOR STEAM OR HAND POWER. 


Price $780 Boxed and Shipped. bas Counter Shafting, Hangers, Cone and Driving Pulleys, $50 extra. 


C. POTTER, Jr. & CO. 10 Spruce Street, New York. 


pay-ALL MACHINERY SHIPPED FROM THE FACTORY, WESTERLY, R. I. Terms—Net Casn. “pg 
C. POTTER, Jr. pas Call at No. 10 and save to yourselves hundreds of dollars. “@3@ J. F. HUBBARD. 
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GHORGH MA'THER’S SONS’ 





BLACK AND COLORED PRINTING INKS. VARNISHES, ETC., | 


OFFICE, 62 JOHN STREET, NEW YORK. 
















| 
BLACK INKS. COLORED INKS. COLORED INKS. 
Card or Wood Cut Ink, per Ib__$1, 2.00. 3 00, 5.00 Carmine Ink, per 0z_____________ ___$1, 2.00 Ultramarine Blue EF TO 
Job Ink cali i ____50e, T5e, $1 Purple ~~ Ser 68... 4 m 50c, $1.50, 2.00 Green, poster 50c, 7 
Adams or Power Press Cut Ink_____75c, $1, 2.00 | Lake, per Ib. ‘a Sots $5, 10 00 Green, Fine Light and Dark se | 
Book and Fine Book Ink___________40e, 50c, T5¢ Fine Red = r lb ‘ $3, 5.00, 10.00 Yellow, Lemon, Deep, or Orange.__.__31.5 
Extra News Ink a et ES 30e ted, for paper. 2is a" ___ $2, 2.50 do do do for posters_7 
News and Poster Ink — 20c, 25c Red, for posters 50c, T5c, $1, 1.50 Gold Size. White or Gold Color 
Printers’ Varnish. 50c to $1.00 | Blue “ _ pee __50c, 75¢e, $1 Tints of all Shades $1, 1.50, 
Printers’ Poster Varnish, per gallon, $2.50 to 3.50 | Fine Light and Bronze Blue__..._____ $1.50, 2.00 Brown and Sienna Inks_ i ileal 50, 2. | 





LITHOGRAPHIC INES AWD VARNISHES. 


Lithographic Inks, per Ib.____$2, 2.50, 3.50, 4.50 | Lithographic Varnish__......__.____ 60c. to 80c. | Lithographic Colored Inks at fair prices 





ts Add 40 per cent. to the LABEL Price of all Inks. The following scale will show the Label 
Prices and the present Selling Prices :— 








LABEL PRICE, 25 30 40 50 75 1.00 1.25 1.50 2.00 2.50 3.00 5.00 10.00 
SELLING PRICE, 35 2 56 7O 1.05 1.40 5) 2.10 2.80 3.50 4.20 7.00 14.00 


For Sale by R. S. MENAMIN, 36 Hudson Street, Philadelphia. 
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TYPE FOUNDRY AND PRINTERS’ EMPORIUM, 


ESTABLISHED 1818. | 
| 
| 


TZ - 8 —~G<- 





EAHA Ss CO. 
38 GOLD STREET, - - - - - - - NEW YORK. 


. ucMWMTEL - 2 ——EE——— 


This old-established Foundry, having a large stock and a complete assortment of 


the most modern faces of 


BOOK, JOB NEWS AND ORNAMENTAL TYPE, 


Is prepared to fill orders with, accuracy and despatch. 


-_.--_———- 2©e@ce-- ——- --- 


PRINTING MATERIAL OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, 


POWER, HAND AND JOB PRESSES, 


| Of all the popular manufacturers, furnished at short notice and at regular rates. 





To Printers and others wishing to purchase, the undersigned will send their Specimen 
Book on receipt of Forty Cents, to prepay postage; or their “ Book of Selections from 
Specimen Book,” comprising most of what is necessary in a Country Office, on receipt 
of Ten Cents. 


EIAGAR & CO. 
No. 38 Gold Street, New York. 
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ALFRED M. COLLINS, 


MANUFACTURER OF 


BLANK AND ENAMELED CARDS, 


Warehouse, 506 Minor Street, above Fifth, Philadelphia. 





CARD MOUNTS FOR 





SCALE OF SIZES. 


6 


ob 


THE 


A.M, COLLINS, 


No. 506 & 508 


Dp 
wo 


- 
ub 


Minor Street, 
PHILADELPHIA. 








PRICE PER THOUSAND CARDS. 





Quality. Nos. 1 2 3:14 5 | 5 6! 64 7 | No. 4 White China, 
El i De Se a ee ee ee a oe do 
No. 4 White China, 60' 80 901121 351 451 751 752 55 8 do do 
“ § do do 70|' 88 951 251 561 62:2 102 103 00; “« 9 do do ; 
“ 8 do do 90'1 151 351 702 002 202 702 703 80 “ 4 Colored China, . 
“* 4 Colored China, 72| 951 121 381 701 80:2 252 253 12); * §& do do 
“ 5 do do 801 001 201 501 802 002 402 403 50 “ 8 do do 
“« 8 do do ‘ 1 101 351 602 002 372 623 103 104 62 “ 1 do Railroad, 
“ 1 Extra Railroad . 2 102 623 103 804 604 906 006 008 40 “ 1 Extra Colored Railroad, 
“ 1 Colored Railroad. 1 70/2 202 623 103 804 005 005 006 85 “ 3% Blanks, 
“ 34 Blanks, 65 85 951 201 451 561901902 70 “« B- do 
“« B do ‘ . - | %% 951 151 381 701 802 252 253 30, « 2 do : 
“ 1Extra Blanks, . ‘ 851101 251 621 902 102 602 603 70 “ 1 Extra Blanks, 
“« 2 do Bristol, 901101 251 621 902 102 602 603 70 “ 2 do Bristol Board, 
“ A1,2ply do 1 251 561 882 312 752 883 623 62500 “ Al,2ply do. 
“ A1,3ply do 1 752 202 623 203 814 105 00500700 “ Al,3ply do. 
Double Satin Enameled, 1 502 002 252 753 253 504 254 25600 “ A1,4 ply do. ‘ , ‘ 
Fine do do 1 401 802 102 563 103 254 254 256 00 Fine Satin Enm’ld, White and Tinted, 
Fine Satin Surface 1 301 601 902 252 752 903 873 875 25 Fine Satin Surface, 
Extra Porcelain, 1151 451 752 102 602 703 403 404 60 Extra Porcelain, . 


Oo pury TO 


NOILdIUOSAC AUTAT AO SC@XVO 


001 9D 


te De 


Card Sheets, 22x28, per 100. 


$7 50 
8 50 
11 00 
14 00 
9 00 
10 00 
13 00 
21 00 
26 00 
7 50 
9 50 
11 00 
10 50 
10 50 
14 00 
20 00 
26 00 
17 vO 
15 00 
13 50 














